29th Sunday on Ordinary Time , October 16th, 2016
Exodus 17: 8-13

Psalm 121

2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2

Luke 18: 1-8

Knock, Knock Knockin’ on heaven’s door.

Knock, Knock, Knockin’ on heaven’s door.

(Bob Dylan)

Persistence in prayer. Like the widow before the judge. Like Moses on the hill top. Like the song of our psalm today. Like Timothy preaching the word whether convenient or inconvenient. Persistence.

 Knock, Knock Knockin’ on heaven’s door.

Knock, Knock, Knockin’ on heaven’s door.

Whether facing life or death. Whether facing good times or bad. Whether facing justice or injustice. Touch base with your God in Heaven. In the still of the night or the fury of the morning. In the dark of the soul or the light of the spirit. Pray. Pray as if your life depends on it. Pray always.
I don’t have time! Make time. It’s of no use! Nothing can be more useful! I don’t know how to pray! Jesus taught us how to pray. The world is making me crazy! Escape to the mountain top and raise your hands to God.

 I’m dying. I’m sick. I’m in trouble. Don’t doubt your prayers will be heard. My God take this cup from me, but not my will but yours be done.

I’m happy. I’m successful. I’m well. I love life! Pray in thanksgiving. Thanks be to God!

I don’t have time to pray! Make every minute a prayer. Watching the kids. Going to work. Playing football. Driving the car. Whatever you do, do it with the Lord. I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I’m weary! Please pray for me! I’m strong! I’ll pray for you.

Communal prayer at Mass brings us all together – the weak and the strong. Our song is our prayer releasing us from the world and bring us into the atmosphere of the holy. Our opening prayer – called the Collect- collects all our intentions for the day.                      Our readings from the bible grounds us in the history of God being with us. Our Common Intercessions reminds us of what and who needs our prayers. Our gifts of bread and wine bring our joys and our sorrows to be placed on the altar. Our Eucharistic prayer is one of everlasting thanksgiving. Our preparation for Holy Communion has all of us pray together the prayer the Lord has taught. Our reception of Communion joins us all together in communication with each other and with our God. Our dismissal is one of hope and strength to go back out into the world with hearts and minds renewed.
All this is the perfect prayer.

With the Mass, whether in joy or in sorrow, our prayer is joined with the Christ’s to our mutual Father in heaven. 

At this Mass, please pray for me. Sometimes my arms get so weary. At this Mass I will pray for you because in communion your intentions are my intentions. At this Mass, let us pray for those who gave up on prayer. At this Mass, pray for those who taught us how to pray.
Together we be knock, knock, knockin’ at heaven’s door.

